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“I have received favorable replies from several readers and am happy to say that, following suitable
revision, we would like very much to publish your paper.”
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“Because of the special nature of your results, I asked an additional referee to look at the paper.”
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“I do hope my request for you to undertake this additional work will seem reasonable. Please
understand that we feel a responsibility to make sure these mysterious results can not be easily

dismissed as erroneous.”
:(ﬂwpm D”INoN) TNYn M 5y provINNA 1”7 ¢

“The two alternative texts [the authors] considered strike [me] as straw men; I would have expected
their results. | would be much more convinced if the examples had been some early Hebrew texts
written in a similar style.”
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“I have received a report from the referee and we can now accept your paper, subject to a last request

for very minor elaborations.”
RN ¢

D. Witztum, E Rips, and Y. Rosenberg. Equidistant Letter Sequences in the Book of Genesis. Statistical
Science, 9 (3): 429-438, August 1994.
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“Doron Witztum, Eliyahu Rips and Yoav Rosenberg searched the Book of Genesis looking for pairs of
words spelled by picking out every dth letter, where d is some integer. The pairs of words were names
of personalities and dates of their birth or death taken from the Encyclopaedia of Great Men in Israel.
When the authors used a randomization test to see how rarely the patterns they found might arise by
chance alone they obtained a very highly significant result, with p=0.000016. Our referees were
baffled: their prior beliefs made them think the Book of Genesis could not possibly contain meaningful
references to modern-day individuals, yet when the authors carried out additional analyses and checks
the effect persisted. The paper is thus offered to Statistical Science readers as a challenging puzzle.”
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