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“Replication of Gans' experiment.

The experiment of Gans (1995), which used the cities of birth and death of
the famous rabbis in place of the dates, prompted Barry Simon of Caltech
to design the following more objective variant (Simon, 1998): use the
names of all the cities mentioned in each rabbi's entry in Margaliot's
encyclopedia as places of birth, death, living, working or studying,
without any modification of spelling or addition of prefixes. This data was
matched against WRR's appellations. The least permutation rank out of
P1 _awas 0.133 for the first list and 0.324 for the second. The same
experiment using Encyclopedia Hebraica (1988) in place of Margaliot
(these were the two sources used by Gans, 1995) produced 0.324 and
0.052, respectively. Then we adopted the following procedures of Gans:
use only cities of birth and death, combine the two lists, use ardpd®

allow two prefixes meaning “community of”. This version also failed:
0.550 for Margaliot's encyclopedia and 0.117 for the Hebraica.

It is difficult to escape the conclusion that the result of Gans (1995) also
reflects more on the data than on any phenomenon inherent in Genesis.”
(Pg. 164)
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“the names of all the cities in which the Rabbigthas mentioned in this
encyclopedia.”
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“To avoid any possible claim of my choosing theadata biased way, |
asked Alec Gindis to have three Yeshiva students fierusalem extract

the data.”
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